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noticing, you are going to absorb an accurate overview, an outline, a satellite photo image of the contours of
the story of America. Like an introductory course, this book will help provide the indispensable foundation for
more detailed knowledge in the future. Of course, the book can also be used piecemeal for brushing-up on a
particular period in an entertaining way. In essence, this is an illustrated lecture, using a variation of the
technique used by PBS and the History Channel: reenactments intercut with expert talking heads. Except here,
the movies are the reenactments and A History of the U.S. in 20 Movies is the expert talking head. Over two
hundred and fifty films are referenced in both volumes one and two (making this book also a resource for
teachers). The movies and this book entertain by emphasizing history as human drama, which is what we go to
movies for and what movies go to history for. The dates, the statistics, the treaties, etc. are here in abundance,
but they are presented in a way that enhances the narrative. There is one movie per chapter...
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