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the Smyrna Church, of Savannah River Association, First Sabbath, September, 1838 And many other signs truly
did Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, which are no written in this book. But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and believing ye might have life through his name. - John, 20 c,
XXX, XxXi. v. Strange is the condition in which Providence has placed the believer; he is ever walking (with regard
to the knowledge of this world) in the midst of darkness and obscurity: but to the believer himself, all is light, so
far as he is enabled to exercise faith upon the testimonies given by inspired men. Does he wish to ascertain the
truth, which is the object of his faith? It is founded on facts, and in order to be assured of these facts he must
force his way backward through more than eighteen centuries; he must dig truth and falsehood out of the
rubbish of tradition, out of the captious systems of the enemies of Christianity - nay, sometimes out of pious
frauds, on which an indiscreet zeal has attempted to establish it; he must plunge himself into periods that are
gone by; he must walk by faith and not by sight. It is necessary that his persuasion, if | may so express myself,
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world, or that which is to come. Being thus persuaded, he docs not listen to the sophistry of men,...
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