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Hastings was born at Churchill, a village in the adjoining county of Oxford, on December 6, 1732. His mother
died soon aHer his birth, and his father deserted him during his infancy, leaving him to the care of relations. He
was poorly educated in childhood; but, when twelve years of age, he was placed at the great school of
Westminster, where he showed an intelligence and acuteness which speedily placed him among the most
promising of its scholars. At this time he passed into the charge of a distant relative, who, being a Director of
the East India Company, very naturally determined that he should go to India in the Company s Civil Service,
much to the disappointment of the Head Master of Westminster School, who strenuously pleaded that he might
not be deprived of one of his most brilliant students. His guardian, however, turned a deaf ear to this appeal.
Warren Hastings landed at Calcutta, the scene of his future greatness, in October, 1750, a few months before he
was eighteen. The English factories in Bengal were at that time mere trading establishments, and the civilians
were busily engaged in buying and selling merchandise with not a thought or idea of anything better or higher.
For the first three years of his Indian career, Warren Hastings was employed in the Secretary s oJice at Calcutta
as a clerk. He was busy in the day-time with the ordinary mercantile avocations, and he seems to have occupied
his leisure hours with learning Hindustani and Persian. He led an orderly and a quiet life, keeping himself aloof
from the extravagance...
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