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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The United States, once upon a time not long ago, was filled with family
farms. You could walk along a country road and pass family after family. They d maybe be working in the fields
or around in the yard. They might be lounging on the porch drinking sweet cold tea. No big operations on
houseless land, no amalgamations, no paved roads, no total efficiency, just home. They d wave, and you d
wave. Growing fills a child s day all the way up. Years later we might -- or might not -- remember what was
happening in the big world. Like the Great Depression, which (for some) was gone. And World War I, fought by
Americans (mostly farm boys) far from home. In the 1940s, a child was growing up hungry to learn. She
already knew that mules, herd dogs, and turkey gobblers don t like children but nanny goats and little dogs do,
that bare feet are best, and that money is way less important than freedom and good grownups. Soon as she
could read and print, she filled a dime-store diary every year. Each had a tiny clasp and key. At the end of
summer 1949 she unlocked her diaries and found them tricky to read but full of true-to-life telling about
animals, clashes, bravery, tangles, crops, shadows, lightning bugs and lightning. She spent 4 months
translating their jumble into 20-some notebooks. Being in school by now and seeing differences, she added
fierce defenses of feed-sack playclothes, outdoor toilets, and country ways. Being so young, the child couldn t
grasp these further challenges of the 1940s: Farms are where the Great Depression hit first and...
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