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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Guide to the Birds of the Pacific Coast The dead
body of a California woodpecker with the bruised form showing only too plainly the work of the small boy and
his dangerous slingshot caused us to look into the ways and means of handling such ever-occurring incidents. A
prominent attorney was consulted, and he remarked, Of course if meadowlarks and woodpeckers are killed, no
one should care, whereupon we tried to show him his error. The ignorance regarding the economic value of
our songsters is woefully manifest. Selfish and faulty observation condemns many birds unjustly. Unfortunately
and unlike other animals, what little harm our birds do is done noisily, while the good, results from quiet, busy
work. We are prone to have abnormally sharp eyes when touched in a selfish way, but dull eyes when we are
losing nothing. The opened eyes of the farmer see the meadow larks gather a few grains during the seeding
season, but fail to see the same birds working in the field, day after day eating grasshopper after grasshopper,
during the other seasons of the year, and the birds are condemned to the rifle. The selfish eye sees the
woodpecker peck a hole in the barn, but fails to notice the disappearing codling moths and other destructive
insects. The problem of arousing interest in bird life with the subsequent change of a biased view is a large one,
but can be solved if the school children will help. There are too many courses of study in the general school
system that seize the child on his first day at school, place him in a schoolroom high chair, and...
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