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Original publisher: Arlington, VA : National Coordination Office for Information Technology Research and
Development, 2004 OCLC Number: (OColLC)56190589 Subject: Medical records -- United States -- Data
processing. Excerpt: . .. 91749 NOESIS newtext w Links. gxp 7 20 2004 1: 03 PM Page 3 OVERVIEWThe absence of
necessary patient information and medical knowledge in the hands of decision makers at the point of clinical
decision making. An information recording system that relies heavily on human inter-pretation ( e. g. ,
handwriting, dosages ). The rapid pace of medical advances, which overwhelms the ability of caregivers to
keep up. The key to solving these problems is greater reliance on IT: to present the health care provider with
appropriate patient information and knowl-edge resources at the point of clinical decision making; to record
clinical concepts and events in standard, legible, and computable ways; and to check for potential errors in the
decision-making process. Currently, most U. S. hospitals, outpatient settings, and other sites of care lack the 9
kind of health IT infrastructure that would support these solutions. Nationwide implementation of health
information technology is the only demonstrated method of controlling costs in the long term without 10
decreasing the quality of health care delivered. In his January 2004 State of the Union Address, President
George W. Bush highlighted the importance of IT in health care when he stated, By computerizing health
records, we can avoid dangerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. The goal of this PITAC
report is to help accelerate the adoption of IT in the health care sector by providing guid-ance to overcome the
principal technological barriers to moving in this revolutionizing direction. The Committees general findings
are that: 9 Recent surveys...
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