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A COMPANION TO AMERICAN CULTURAL HISTORY

WVT Wissenscha=licher Verlag Trier Okt 2009, 2009. Buch. Book Condition: Neu. 22,5 cm. Neuware - This volume
is designed as a companion piece to the anthology Key Concepts in American Cultural History: From the
Colonial Period to the End of the 19th Century, which was first published in 2005. It seeks to position the
documents introduced in the anthology within the major ideological formations in which these documents
originally operated and developed their political and social impact. Although a multiplicity of voices has
defined America's cultural development since the colonial period, the conceptualization of America as a distinct
nation has evolved from a relatively small number of pervasive concepts. Such key concepts served as
ideological blueprints and mental sign-posts in the process of building a common basis for a society which -
with respect to gender, class, ethnicity, and religion - had an extremely diversified origin. The companion
foregrounds concepts which have transcended their original historical contexts to become crucial factors in the
forging of a uniquely American cultural identity. Given this particular focus, the essays investigate the cultural
logic that allowed certain basic ideas not only to gain prominence at a specific historic moment, but to
establish themselves as forces which reached wide social currency and, by implication, exerted a fundamental,
long-term ideological impact. The essays in this volume oIer close readings of processes of cultural formation.
They also serve as a study guide for students and an instructional guide for teachers of American Studies.
Sections focusing on classroom issues and self-study strategies supplement the essays. 440 pp. Englisch.
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