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companion to his daughter, Hero. That fateful summer, Spanish lordling Don Pedro visits for a month-long
sojourn on the island with his regiment. In his company is the young soldier Benedick of Padua. Benedick and
Beatrice begin to wage their merry war of wit, which masks the reality that they dance a more serious measure,
and the two are soon deeply in love. But the pair are cruelly parted by natural disaster and man-made
misunderstanding. Oceans apart, divided by war and slander, Beatrice and Benedick begin their ten-year
odyssey back to Messina and each other. In a journey that takes us from sunlit Sicily to the crippled Armada
fleet and from ancient superstition to the glorious Renaissance cities of the north, Marina Fiorato tells a story of
intrigue, treachery and betrayal that will shed a new light on Shakespeare s most appealing lovers. Captures
the scents, passion and vigour of Italy Booklist.
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